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That Bugo no Suke had acted with rare courage and
wisdom in planning the sudden flight from Tsukushi was
readily admitted by Genji when Ukon had laid all the
circumstances before him. It was unlikely that any
stranger would serve Tamakatsura with such devotion
as this foster-brother had shown, and in drawing up for
her a list of gentlemen-in-attendance, Genji saw to it that
Bugo no Suke's name should figure among them.

Never in his wildest dreams had it occurred to Bugo no
Suke that he, a plain Tsukushi yeoman, would ever set
foot in a Minister's palace ; nay, would in all his living days
so much as set eyes on such a place. And here he was,
not merely walking in and out just as he chose, but going
with the lords and ladies wherever they went, and even
arranging their affairs for them and ordering about their
underlings as though they were his own. And to crown
his content, no day passed but brought to his mistress
some ingenious intention, some well-devised if trifling act
of kindness from their host himself.

At the end of the year there took place the usual dis-
tribution of stuff for spring clothes, and Genji was deter-
mined that the new-comer should not feel that she had come
off worse than the greatest ladies in the house. But he
feared that, graceful and charming though she was, her
taste in dress must necessarily be somewhat rustic, and
among the silks which he gave her he determined also to
send a certain number of woven dresses, that she might be
gently guided towards the fashions of the day. The gentle-
women of the palace, each anxious to prove that there was
nothing she did not know about the latest shapes of bodice
and kirtle, set to work with such a will that when they
brought their wares for Genji's inspection, he exclaimed:
* I fear your zeal has been excessive, If all my presents
are to be on this scale (and I have no desire to excite
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